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TO A DRUG-FREE COMMUNITY

Coalition Meeting Agenda | April 5%, 2024 @ 12:30pm

South County Bridges to a Drug-Free Community is one of four prevention coalitions
dedicated to reducing substance misuse within Anne Arundel County. We are parents, students,
teachers, police, healthcare providers & many others who are committed to changing the
culture of drug and alcohol use among youth & young adults.

Welcome & Introductions Leslie Beers, SoCo & ASAP Coalition Coordinator; Ashley
Robey, DOH Prevention Coalitions Coordinator; Justin Noel, DOH SADD Coordinator;
Desi Thomas, DOH Suicide Prevention Coordinator; Loise Taliferro, DOH STEPS
Supervisor; Tracey Cherry, PCYFS; (via Zoom) Julie Kwedar, MVA Community
Engagement; Julia Halberstam, MADD

Marijuana: What's the Deal? Presentation on new laws, misconceptions, impact on
youth & other relevant information about marijuana (see slides embedded)

DOH Grant Strategies Updates - TIPS, Narcan, Safe County Alliance
= Listening Sessions: In need of small groups of people to participate in collecting
data on perceptions of use, harm, consequences—all participants will get $10
gift cards. Data collection is critical to determine community needs!

Community Updates
= March - Narcan Vending Machines placed throughout AACo, including Deale
Library
Upcoming Events
- TIPS Schedule www.preventsubstancemisuse.org/tips-training/

= TIPS @ Pirate’s Cove Tuesday 4/30 at 10am (open)

Group Announcements

= Tyler Heights Community School - Program Manager


http://www.preventsubstancemisuse.org/tips-training/

TO A DRUG-FREE COMMUNITY

‘Cannabis plants contain dozens of different cannabing




CANNABIS
COMMISSION

THC & CBD chemically bind differently to the
brain, causing different effects by each
ingredient.

THC is consumed by smoking cannabis
flower (marijuana) and is also put into oils,
edibles, tinctures, capsules, and more for
different desired effects.

CBD is sold in oil, gummies, gels,
supplements, extracts, and more.

CBD does not produce the “high” effect
associated with marijuana (THC).

CBD oil can be made with or without THC.




2 MARIJUANA IN THE UNITED STATES v

24 states are fully legal - law allows medical & adult use of marijuana/cannabis
=  Alaska, California, Oregon, Washington, Montana, Nevada, Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado, Minnesota,
Missouri, Illinois, Michigan, Ohio, Virginia, MARYLAND, Delaware, New Jersey, New York, Connecticut, Rhode

Island, Massachusetts, Vermont, Maine

5 states are mixed - law allows medical use and has decriminalized adult use, meaning a person will not be
criminally prosecuted for personal use or possession of small quantities
= Hawaii, North Dakota, Louisiana, Mississippi, New Hampshire

8 states permit medical use only - but it is not decriminalized
=  Utah, South Dakota, Oklahoma, Arkansas, Alabama, Florida, West Virginia, Pennsylvania

2 states are fully legal & decriminalized - there is no medical use program in place

=  Nebraska, North Carolina

7 states allow CBD oil for medical use - limited amounts of low THC cannabis or CBD oil and is not

decriminalized

=>  Wisconsin, lowa, Indiana, Kentucky, Tennessee, Texas, Georgia

4 states remain fully illegal - no medical use programs, no decriminalization, no adult use

= Wyoming, Idaho, Kansas, & South Carolina

MEDICAL VS. “"RECREATIONAL"

HOW IS IT DIFFERENT?

It is important to note that the
preferred term is NOT recreational
use, but rather "Adult-Use”

The word recreation implies that it is
worthwhile, accepted, and provides
immediate satisfaction. This also
applied it is legal for all not just
those 21+.

This term likely has played a role in
significant decrease of the
perception of harm around
marijuana use.

Definition of Recreation

= It is a worthwhile socially accepted leisure,
experience that provide immediate and
inherent satisfaction to the individual who
voluntarily participates in the activities.

Legalized marijuana is viewed similarly to
alcohol, being restricted to ages 21 and
older, subjected to 9% sales tax & is
regulated.

And similar to alcohol, the substance has
negative impacts.




Over the years, there has been more ER
visits related to marijuana use and this is
likely due to its increased potency.

There have also been cases of
marijuana-induced psychosis which can
result in violent tendencies.

Edibles must be digested before they take
effect, leading to users consuming larger
quantities to feel the effect quicker, resulting
in dangerous outcomes.

Higher THC levels =
higher risk to develop
addiction

Source: DEA




“*Marijuana is not harmful”

FACT: Marijuana IS addictive & can
have harmful effects regardless of age.

People who begin using marijuana before
the age of 18 are 4 to 7 times more likely
than adults to develop a substance
misuse disorder.

Source: DEA




KNOWLEDGE IS POWER

www.JustThinkTwice.com
e DEA's website for teens provides
credible information about various
substances and their harmful effects

www.teens.drugabuse.gov
e NIDA's website for teens to learn how

drugs affect the body & the brain.

www.store.samhsa.gov
e SAMHSA Brochure: Tips for Teens -
The Truth About Marijuana

Questions? Want to get more involved?
Leslie Beers, Coalition Coordinator

soco@PreventSubstanceMisuse.org




