
Peop le  wi th  subs tance  a  use  d i so rde r  o f ten  s t a r t  by
us ing  what  they  th ink  a re  l e s s  dange rous  drugs ,
i nc lud ing  presc r ip t i ons .

Opio id  medica t i ons  a re  o f ten  presc r ibed  f o r  pa in
a f te r  a  spo r t s  i n ju r y  o r  su rge r y .  Misuse  o f  these
med ica t i ons  can  r e su l t  i n  ove rdose  o r  even  dea th .  An
ave rage  o f  two  op io id  ove rdoses  occu r  eve r y  day  i n
Anne  Arunde l  County . *

Fentany l  i s  a  s yn the t i c  op io id  tha t  can  be  up  to  100
t imes  more  poten t  than  morph ine .  Of  the  f a t a l
op io id  ove rdoses  i n  Anne  Arunde l  County  i n  2019 ,
nea r l y  90%  were  con f i rmed  to  i n vo l ve  f en tany l . * *

Nausea ,  vomi t ing

I t ch ing ,  sc ra tch ing

Cons t r i c ted ,  p inpo in t  pup i l s

Cons t ipa t i on

Ces sa t i on  o f  mens t rua t i on

We ight  l o s s

Need le  marks  on  a rms  o r  l eg s

Dry  mouth ,  runny  nose ,  cons tan t  sn i f f i ng

Droopy  appea rance ,  as  i f  ex t remi t i e s  a re

"heavy "

S lowed  speech

S y m p t o m s  o f  H e r o i n  U s e
V ic t im  appea r s  s l eepy ,  i s  d i f f i cu l t  to

a rouse ,  o r  i s  unconsc ious

I f  consc ious ,  v i c t im  may  be

d i so r i en ted  o r  de l i r i ous

S lu r red  speech ,  movement s  a re

s lugg i sh ,  uncoo rd ina ted ,  and  weak

Brea th ing  i s  s l ow ,  sha l l ow ,  and /o r

l abo red

L ip s  o r  f i nge rna i l s  may  be  b lue

Vomi t ing  may  occu r

Tongue  may  be  d i sco lo red ,  mouth

may  be  dry

Pu l se  i s  weak ,  b lood  pres su re  i s  l ow

Pup i l s  a re  sma l l  and  "p inpo in ted "

Los s  o f  b ladde r  cont ro l

S y m p t o m s  o f  O v e r d o s e

Hero in  i s  an  i l l ega l  f o rm  o f  op io id  tha t  can  cause  add ic t i on  a f te r  j u s t  one
use .  I n  the  2018  Youth  R i sk  Behav io r  Sur vey ,  5%  o f  h igh  schoo l  s tudent s
repo r ted  i n j ec t ing  an  i l l ega l  drug  and  more  than  4%  sa id  they  had  used
he ro in .
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I f  y o u  t h i n k  y o u  s e e

s o m e o n e  o v e r d o s i n g ,  c a l l  9 1 1

S a v e  a  l i f e  w i t h  N a r c a n !  R e g i s t e r  f o r  f r e e  t r a i n i n g  a t
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